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STC Venture Scholars Program

School-to-Career Scholarships for Portland High School Students

Administered by Social Venture Partners Portland

Venture Scholars Program Overview

The Venture Scholars program recognizes and supports talented students who plan to enroll in career-focused training at a community college or training institute.  The scholarship provides qualified students up to $4,000 to spend on tuition, books, and related educational expenses.  

The program aims as well to enhance the cultural and institutional support at the high school level for students pursuing career-focused education.  To this end, participating high schools receive a grant of $500 for each student selected for the Venture Scholars award.  This money is used for administering the program and for school-to-career related activities at the school.

Students are eligible to apply for the scholarship if they are high school seniors and plan to complete a one-to-three-year career-focused program in a community college or training institute, with the goal of entering the workforce upon graduation.  Applicants also must have a 2.5 cumulative GPA.  To stay eligible for the scholarship during their post-secondary study, students must stay in their training program, take a full course load, and maintain at least a 2.5 GPA.

The Venture Scholars program is modeled on the successful Grove Scholars program of California (www.grovescholars.org).  The Grove Scholars program was established by Eva and Andy Grove more than five years ago and is currently awarding approximately 150 scholarships each year.  Andy Grove is the former chairman of Intel Corporation.

Program Status

There are currently 12 scholarships funded by five donors.  The donors have committed to provide scholarships for four years, which is a commitment of over $200,000.  Additional funds are being solicited so the program may be expanded.  Donations of $500 or greater will be gratefully accepted.

After evaluating a number of area high schools the Venture Scholars team selected two Portland schools for the 2005 program, Benson Polytechnic and Roosevelt.  Benson and Roosevelt counselors promoted the program with posters, flyers, and student meetings.  Applications were submitted by the students in April and reviewed by the high school staff.  Seven students at Benson and four students at Roosevelt were selected.  The scholarships were awarded in May and the recipients began attending classes at community colleges or training institutes by Fall, 2005.  Careers being pursued by the recipients include nursing, emergency medical technician, culinary arts, multimedia technician, teacher’s assistant, and machinist, among others.

For 2006 the program will continue at Benson and Roosevelt, with plans for awarding 12 scholarships in May.

Program Administration

The program is administered by Social Venture Partners Portland (SVPP; www.svpportland.org).  SVPP is a group of Portland area philanthropists that pool their funds and talents to support local not-for-profit organizations.  SVPP has disbursed more than $600,000 over the past four years to the following organizations:  Morrison Child and Family Services, Children’s Relief Nursery, Free Clinic of Southwest Washington, Metropolitan Family Service, and Boys and Girls Club of Portland.  Several of the donors to the Venture Scholars program are members of SVPP.

