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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM MAKES AWARDS TO PORTLAND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS FOR CAREER TRAINING

PORTLAND, OR ( May 13, 2005) – The School to Career Venture Scholars program will announce scholarship award winners this month at Roosevelt and Benson High Schools.    The program offers scholarships worth up to $4500 each to seniors graduating this spring.  The awards will honor and support students who plan to pursue career-focused training at a community college or training institute.  Social Venture Partners Portland, a local philanthropy, will administer the program.

The new Venture Scholars program, which will fund 11 scholarships this year, has been established to address a need in Oregon for greater recognition of professional/technical training.  Seven Benson High School students will be honored at an award ceremony on May 13 at the school and four Roosevelt will be honored at their school on May 27. 

“A key goal of the Venture Scholars program is motivating more students to stay in school and graduate.  These awards aim to heighten students’ awareness of how education leads to opportunity,” said Deborah Lockwood, Venture Scholars program manager.

The Venture Scholars awards will help to prepare students for work in the two fastest-growing job categories.  According to the U. S. Department of Labor, the number of jobs that require a post-secondary vocational award are expected to increase by 24 percent in the present decade; jobs requiring a community college associate’s degree, by 32 percent.

“So many of our students are unaware of all of the different training opportunities that are available in our community, and these scholarships will help shed some light and give kids more choices, “ said Kathy Fong Stephens, coordinator of the College and Career Center and also school-to-work liaison at Roosevelt.

SVPP is able to launch the new scholarship program as a result of commitments from several donors, including SVPP partners.  The commitments total $198,000, which funds the 11 scholarships per year for four years.  The Venture Scholars program is actively seeking additional donors so as to expand the program and serve more students. 

The Venture Scholars program is modeled on the Grove Scholars program of California.  Started in 1998 by the family foundation of Intel Chairman Andrew S. Grove, Grove Scholars now serves 12 high schools, awarding approximately 150 scholarships each year.  Hundreds of California award recipients are now trained and working in such jobs as auto technician, chef, dental assistant and preschool teacher.

About Social Venture Partners Portland

Social Venture Partners are engaged citizens committed to achieving measurable social change in the four-county area of greater Portland.  Partner teams give time, money and expertise to strengthen innovative nonprofit organizations and develop strategic solutions to community problems. 

Since December 2001, SVPP has made direct donations of more than $600,000 to local nonprofits, including Morrison Child and Family Services, Children’s Relief Nursery, Metropolitan Family Service, The Free Clinic of Southwest Washington and The Boys and Girls Clubs/Kids Café Program.  

SVPP’s financial contributions have been matched by significant additional donations and grants generated by SVPP involvement, as well as by hands-on consulting, in-kind support, and cost savings for a total impact in the community valued at more than $1,500,000  

Over the past three years, SVPP has grown to include more than 100 individuals representing fields ranging from business management, high-tech and finance to education and the nonprofit sector.  For more information, call 503.222.0114 or visit www.svpportland.org.
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